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WASHINGTON —-Bobby Inman is resign-
ing as deputy director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, a move that government
sources believe was prompted by a dispute
over plans for domestxc mtelllgence activi-
ties.

The CIA yesterday sent congressional
committees a message saying President
Reagan *'regretted” that Adm. Inman is re-
signing from the agency and retiring from
the Navy. The message said Adm. Inman
was quitting to “‘enter the private sector,” .

White House officials insisted that Adm,
Inman, who is highly regarded-in Congress
and the U.S. intelligence community, had in-
tended to quit after the Reagan administra-
tion had been in office about 18 months. But
congressional .aides and.other officials say
his departure seemed to be prompted by a
disagreement with other administration offi-
cials over how to conduct: counterintelli-
gence operations in the U,S.

The sources said Adm. Inman objected to
a new directive the White House approved
on counterintelligence operations. He report-
edly felt the new procedures allowed intelli-
gence agencies to get too heavily involved in
spying activities in the U.S. Also, sources
said, he was miffed because the White'
House didn't allow him & greater voice in'
shaping the intelligence procedures. ‘

Last year, Adm. Inman battled with!
White House officials over the wording of a
broader executive order governing all intel-
ligence activities, complaining that it would
allow the CIA to conduct operations against
U.S. citizens. The, order was held up for
months and eventually was modified to
overcome most of his objections.

The departure of Adm, Inman is sure to
create problems for the administration in
Congress. Many influential lawmakers hold
him in higher esteem than they do CIA Di-
rector William Casey, and they hoped Adm,
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Inman eventually would move to the CIA s
top position,

Some. of the congressional clamormg for‘
Mr. Casey's resignation during a Senate in-
vestigation® of . his :finances ‘ last --year
stemmed from a desire for Adm. Inman to
move up., Lawmakers have contended that
they get a clearer picture of CIA activities
from Adm. Inman than from Mr. Casey.

Administration aides said they hadn't yet
begun to consider a replacement for Adm.
Inman. He plans to remain in his post until
a successor is named, probably early this
summer, administration officials said.

‘Despite the congressional suspicions of a.
high-level - ‘disagreement,. ~administration
aides contended that there weren't any bu-
reaucratic battles that led to Adm. Inman's
resignation.. They noted that he had been
tempted to take a job in business last year
and had to be persuaded to take the CIA
post in the first place. ‘

At that time, Adm. Inman complained
that he could make far more money hy ac-
cepting lucrative private-sector jobs than he
could by remaining in government service.
To persuade him to take the CIA job, Presi-
dent Reagan agreed to promote him to full
admiral from rear admiral, making him the
first naval intelligence " specialist to reach
that rank.

Before taking the CIA job, Adm. Inman
had been director of the National Security
Agency, a secretive Pentagon organization
that monitors radio and satellite communi-

focus more on mtematxonal economic issues
rather than merely political and military 1s-
Sues. For instance, agency analysfs Tecently
began compiling forecasts of *global eco-:
nomlc problems in'the next decade or so. |
*“"The administration is likely to fook for a

‘military officer to take Adm. Inman’s place.

The No. 2 post:at the CIA custornarily is

filled by a military official if a civilian has

the top post.

cations;. earlier, he was director of naval
intelligence.

After taking the CIA post, Adm. Inman |
confided to associates that he found it diffi-
cult to serve as No. 2 man after directing
the NSA. Some intelligence officials specu-
lated earlier that Adm. Inman might look
for another job if it seemed that Mr. Casey
wasn't stepping aside soon,

Adm. Inman has been handling much of
the day-to-day operations of the CIA, intelli-
gence officials said, Mr, 'Casey-has focused

,1 tions and has devoted a great deal of time to

more on coordinating 'the -activities of the
CIA-and other U.S. intelligence organiza-

his duties as'a member of the Cabinet. Past
CIA directors havent been Cabmet mem-
bers.

Adm. Inman has been stressing that the

CIA needs to beef up its ana Iytical staff and




